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A Next Systerm Fossibiity”
By James Gustave Speth

Introduction

In his 1976 book, The Jopless Economy, Tibor Scitovsky saw environmental neglect and other
problems as results of a very American pattern of “putting the earning of money ahead of the
enjoyment of life.”? Four decades later, his observation remains valid.

In this essay, I will explore the transition from a Joyless Economy to a Joyful one. In the Joyful
Economy, the goal of economic life is to sustain, nourish, and restore human and natural com-
munities, 5o that the material and non-material blessings of life are available to all. It is a new
system of political economy that gives true and honest priority not to profit, production, and
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